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For the Christian Herald. « 


PRACTICAL HINTS ON THE FIRESIDE INSTRUCTION OF 
CHILDREN. ‘ 


THERE is no parent, who would not be gratified with having his 
children become not merely useful, but intelligent and interesting 
members of society. Most parents betray the desire to see them 
early regarded as possessed of superior genius. We have observed, 
that the most sprightly and forward children become, almost of course, 
the subject either of excessive admiration, or of carping envy. Those 
who admire, commonly attribute their superiority to native genius ; 
while those who envy, ascribe all, and much more than all, to their 
superior advantages... Neither of these judgments will be found to 
be correct ; but of the two, we are persuaded thatthe more unfriend- 
ly one is commonly nearest the truth. Without indulging any desire 
to flatter the vanity of those conceited parents, who have decided 
that their children of course are, and must ultimately prove them- 
selves to be, splendid geniuses, we could wish to see all impressed 
with the belief, that their youthful charge are endowed with capaci- 
ties for incalculable improvement. No one can know, till the expe- 
riment is fairly made, to what they are capable of attaining. .It is 
surely an instinctive circumstance, that a considerable number of the 
young, who were once judged to be natively deficient in wit and en- 
terprise, are observed to become substantial and useful citizens ; 
while those of the opposite character, but too frequently disappoint 
the expectations of all. It may indeed, with some appearance of 
reason, be questioned, whether native genius, or the capacity to be- 
come a proficientin the knowledge or exercise of some useful calling, 
is not imparted with nearly an equal hand. The character of most 
mes certainly receives much of its complexion, from the circumstan- 
ces in which they are called to act. Above all, it is, notorious, that 
the agency of parents and guardians, in preparing the young by their 

“instruction, for spheres of activity and influence, and thus fixing upon 
them a character of some kind, is momentously effective. [tis with 
this impression, that we wish to submit a few remarks to parents on 
the subject of family instruction. 

It is then obviously the mistake of many parents, that they afford 
no daily, practical instruction to the younger members of their house- 
hold. We consider this a mistake, because it certainly springs from 
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no want of affection to their little ones, and is far from being an in- 
ten‘ional neglect. We see them expending daily some portion of 
their leisure moments, in augmenting the toys, or even sharing the 
innocent pastimes, of their children. But having condescended to 
act the child for the amusement of the young, they are content to 
leave them in quiet possession of their ignorance. They are satis- 
fied with merely delighting the infant minds, which they ought assi- 
duously to inform and cultivate. This deficiency is never made up, 
by the conversation which obtains in the family ; because this con- 
versation is entirely adapted to the older members. It respects 
chiefly those avocations, characters or events, which exceed the 
comprehension of the young. ‘hey are thus necessitated to gain 
most of their practical information of men and things, either from 
their literary teachers or their more knowing companions. 

We speak not now, it will be observed, of that literary instruction, 
which may be obtained at school. Many parents are perhaps too 
anxious to have their children learned, who think very little of ren- 
dering them usefully ¢ntelligent. Nor do we refer to the formal in- 
structions in the great principles of Christianity, which every pious 
parent will be sure to impart. Our remarks apply particularly to 
the filling up of those moments of leisure from other occupations, 
which most parents regard as due to their offspring ; to that familiar, 
fireside conversation, which may be rendered appropriate, highly 
delightful and profitable to the young. We wish to convince parents 
of their bounden duty to hold frequent conversations with these little 
stammerers, and to supply them, as they advance in years, with that 
kind of knowledge, which neither their experience nor their other 
instructions can be expected to afford. No accurate acquaintance 
with the sciences, nor very extensive acquaintance with the world, 
is requisite to do this. Experience and observation, are, of them- 
selves important qualifications for the task. The most illiterate pa- 
rent possesses a sufficient measure of these, to render his intercourse 
with his infant children both interesting and instructive. 

But none have cause to omit this instruction of their offspring. 
Such neglect is not only unnatural, as it withholds from them what 
some of the inferior animals are observed to impart to their young, 
the knowledge by which they may provide for themselves; but most 
unpardonable, as it exposes them to every species and measure of 
evil. Let such neglecters consider, that all the useful knowledge 
among men, is acquired knowledge ; and that what is morally right 
and useful, has need to be perseveringly inculcated, to be practicall 
felt and retained ; that the mind which is not carefully furnished 
with useful thoughts, must either remain miserably vacant, or be- 
come a-receptacle of such as are trifling and destructive. 

But while many parents are too much in the habit of omitting this 
familiar instruction of their children, there are others who diligently 
teach their children what might better be omitted. It is an unfortun- 
ate notion, which some appear to have imbibed, that any species of 
knowledge is preferable to ignorance ; and almost any, select and 
valuable enough for a child. ‘lo this it must doubtless be attributed, 
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that many are at so great pains to render their infant charge expert 
only in what may serve to display their persons, and amuse their 
older acquaintance. It is far more painful than astonishing, to a 
considerate person, to witness the manceuvres of some of these little 
pets ; to perceive how anxiously they have been drilled into those 
ephemeral accomplishments, which have inflated their little minds 
with self-conceit, and rendered them intolerably troublesome, with- 
out adding one mite to their stock of useful knowledge. | An early 
attention should certainly be given to the manners of the young. 
They should be taught to be submissive to parents, guardians, and in- 
structers ; respectful to their superiors, and benevolently polite to 
all. But to make a parade and sort of exhibition of their exterior 
accomplishments ; to call them forth into the parlour to bow or to 
sing, and especially to dance and be praised, is to give them the fatal 
impression, that they are to regard themselves as the end of all their 
doings ; and such trifling attainments, as the most serious business of 
their lives ; it is to create within them an early aversion to solid and 
useful accomplishments. 

We admit that the knowledge of children must be limited, not only 
to a comparatively small number of subjects, but to a superficial ac- 
quaintance with some of them. It does not, however, follow, that 
they must be restricted to such as are, in themselves, either ridiculous 
or useless. God has graciously accommodated much of his works, 
and of his inspired word, to the capacities and obligations of children. 
It is quite as easy to amuse and instruct them with some description 
or story taken from the Bible, as it is to fill their minds with dis- 
tressing fears or stupid wonder, by accounts of murderous giants and 
malignant hobgobblins. It is as easy to furnish their minds with use- 
ful facts, and practical truths, as to lead them into fairy land, and mi- 
nister only to their selfishness and pride. A child may be usefully con- 
versant with some of the most exalted subjects. Let those who have 
never made the experiment, test the capacity even of very little 
children, for moral and religious improvement ; and they will proba- 
bly be astonished at the extent and sublimity of their views. “If,” 
said a child seven years old, to his twin brother, ‘God fills heaven, 
as our master has told us to-day, there is no place left for you and me. 
We cannot go to heaven if we are good.” ‘‘ Do you not think,” was 
the reply of his little brother, ‘‘ that you see that man walking yon- 
der?” ‘ Yes.” ‘Does your think stop him?’ ‘* No.” * Well, 
God is like your think, he wont stop any body, if he does fill heaven.” 

If we are not greatly deceived in this view of the subject, there 
are consequences of a very serious nature corinected with the early 
direction of the mind to worse than trifling objects. Parents greatly 
mistake, who imagine, that their first instructions of the young, can 
have no practical bearing towards the habits and pursuits of useful 
life. Very greatly do they err, whose intercourse with their younger 
children, is merely a partaking with them in their infantile sports. 
It is a course fearfully calculated to si < their future character, and 
aid in disappointing the fondest expectz ‘ions. 

But we too often observe, that parents who bestow no inconsidera- 
ble pains to inform the minds of their children on the most necessary 
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subjects, fail very much in their method of impariing instruction. 1! 
is the practice of some to do it in the mosf*formal and forbidding man- 
ner. The child is called for, at the regular hour, to receive his ac- 
customed lecture. If the subject should respect his moral and reli- 
gious obligations, he is expected to stand and hear, much after the 
manner of a criminal, without proposing any inquiries, or making any 
reply. Having received what he considers a most tedious, if not a 
most unnecessary charge, to be dutiful, industrious, and pious, he 
trips away with a glad heart to his thoughtless pastimes, until the ap- 
proaching repetition of good and necessary counsel destroys his 
spirits. Others again reserve their most serious advice, especially 
on religious topics, for the season of correction. It is while the rod 
is held over him in threatening mood, or he is entering the place of 
confinement, or his spirit is chafed with the thoughts of a disgraceful 
punishment, that the child is first and principally reminded of his 
moral obligations. The effect is obvious. He learns to associate 
the most interesting and important of all subjects, with indignant 
looks, with reproaches and chastisement. ‘The remembrance of the 
well-meant lesson, brings along with it the recollection of what he 
would gladly forget. And he is likely to banish them both, as much 
as possible, from his reflections. 

We do not, however, by these remarks, condemn entirely the 
formal lecturing of children ; still less do we object to parents found- 
ing their government on Christian principles. We think it necessary 
that chasttsement should be administered in the very spirit of the Gos- 
pel; and that children should be brought to penitence, and the con- 
fession of their faults, through the pressure of its obligations. A mo- 
ral government, it has been shown in a former paper,* is the only 
one which promises to effectuaie the peace and order of the family 
circle. But then it does not follow, that parents are wise in restrict- 
ing their most serious instructions, to such ungrateful opportunities ; 
when the minds of children, at all times sufficiently averse to what 
is good and useful, are rendered more obstinate by being crossed. 
The application of religious principle, on such occasions, should ra- 
ther be founded on former lessons, on those concessions which the 
culprit himself has made, and the notions he has imbibed under the 
influence of a more teachable spirit. The time is one which calls 
rather for the mention of principles already inculcated, and the re- 
membrance of past instructions, than the inculcating of what is new 
and ungrateful to the child. 

We must not expect to carry the heart even of a child. by storm. 
We may frown him into silence, and scare him into almost any con- 
cessions. ‘The little trembler may be forced to hear, and perhaps 
to remember a moiety of his dreary lecture ; but he cannot thus be 
won to the cheerful practice of what is amiable and good. No more 
can he be laughed into proper feelings and useful habits. The prac- 
tice of those parents, who continue to correct. the faults of their 
young by ridicule, and to inform their minds, by rendering their in- 
structions merely asource of amusement, is liable to yery serious 
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objections. No other method could be devised so calculated to de- 
spoil the heart of its finest sensibilities, to blunt the moral sense, and 
render the unfortunate child, a thoughtless devotee of pleasure. 

The manner of the parent may indeed be varied, according to the 
subject of instruction. But with an aspect always cheerful and in- 
viting, he should never fail to check every disposition in his charge, 
to trifle with what is momentous and solemn. He should, if possible, 
excite in them a spirit of inquiry, and a laudablé curiosity. But I 
need not enlarge on this topic. Every sensible parent understands 
what kind of fireside conversation with his children, is best calcu- 
lated to delight and inform them. It is far more necessary to incul- 
cate assiduity and perseverance in this labour of love. For he who 
would realize complete success, must diligently study the best means, 
and be observant of the most favourable opportunities, of performing 
it. We must consider it an object worthy to employ not only his 
leisure moments, but some portion of his thoughts, amidst even his 
most serious avocations. He must be a man of prayer, and look to 
the Father of all spirits, to succeed his endeavours to form aright the 


deathless minds intrusted to his care. AMICUS. 
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ON OBEDIENCE TO MOTHERS. 


From Nott’s Sermons for Children. 

“‘Tuink not that there is no harm in disobeying your mother. God requires 
vou to obey both your parents, to honour your mother as well as your father. 
When you disobey your mother, you are also disobeying and offending God, your 
Maker and Preserver. He shows how he regards this sin, when he says, ‘ The 
eye that mocketh at his father, and scorneth to obey his mother, the ravens of the 
valley shall pluck it out, and the young eagles shall eat it.’ 

“There seems even a greater guilt in disobeying your mother than your father. 
Think of it. You are disobedient to her, who took the kindest care of your help- 
less infancy, who supplied all your wants, who nursed you in all your sicknesses, 
and who was thinking, as she took care of you, that if God preserved you, you 
would presently be her comfort and her helper. Do you think she will now bear 
it easily, that you show that you have no love to her? Or that you only love 
her when she is doing something to please you? Do you think she will bear it 
easily that you have no regard to God—that you show no prospect of a good life 
and a happy eternity? Oh can your kind and tender-hearted mother bear to see 
you getting ready so fast for an eternal lying down in misery ?—Oh I remember 
one companion of my childhood, who not only mocked at his erring father, but 
scorned to obey his kind and pious mother, and how, even while a child, he broke 
away once and again from the bosom of his family, and was once and again com- 
pelled to return to the roef ef her whom he scorned and refused to obey, and 
how at last he turned a swearing, drunken vagabond, and died not full twenty 
years old, away from home—away, I fear, from Christ. I would not feel the an- 
guish that mother’s heart has felt for worlds. 

‘¢ If your mother be a widow, hear me yet another word. God pities both you 
and your mother.—He regards the fatherless and widow, and you may wait, and 
ought to wait with your mother upon the loving kindness of God. He is now 
your Father, and her Husband. Take care, lest by your unkindness and disobe- 
dience you displease Him, who has promised to care for her and you. Take care 
that you do not so displease him that he shall presently leave you to follow your 
own ruinous way, while he still shows in his holy habitation that he is the God 
of the widow. And if your mind ever wings itself away when you are alone, to 
that cqld and silent grave where your father’s body lies mouldering and mixing 
with the earth—think if he were with you, how his heart would suffer, and how 
his voice would chide you, should he see you treublesome and scornful to you 
mother. 
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Israel Delivered. 


For the Christian Herald. 


ISRAEL DELIVERED. 


I. 


Tuer morning shone brightly o’er Egypt’s rich plains, 
When the bondsons of Israel escaped from their chains?! 
But its beams shed no joy throughout Pharaoh’s train, 
For an angel had filled all their houses with slain. 


I. 
While the hard chains of bondage the Hebrews oppress, 
To the God of their fathers they sigh for redress ; 
Then their foes, like Belshazzar, were struck with dismay— 
Feared destruction more awful and urged them away. 


iff. 
But when the destroyer withdrew from their land, 
Heaven’s vengeance defying, an impious band 
Far exceeding in number the drops of the dew, 
And exulting in bloodshed their captives pursue. 


IV. 
But ah! proud oppressor, thy heroes of pride, 
The sufferer’s avenger shall whelm in the tide ; 


And thy captives though compassed, redemption shall sing, 
And triumphant exult in Jehovah their Kind. 


V. 


They pursue ;—and the bondmen of Israel had fled, 
Scarcé beyond the wide plains where their cattle were fed, 
When behold a fierce army tumultuous appears 

Of chariots and horse ’mid the gleaming of spears. 


VI. 
They gaze for a moment in silent dismay, 
And each look asks affrighted, ‘‘ what means this array * 
**O God, our Deliverer !” instinctive they cry, 
And instinctive the speed of pursuers defy. 


VIl. 


Their strength was unwasting, their triumph seemed near, 
For the bright cloud that led them had banished their fear ; 
And hope’s sweet enchantment their bosoms regained, 

Nor acare to annoy for the morrow remained. 


Vil. 


But ah! how like visions these hopes fled away, 

When the east clothed in crimson announced coming day ; 
For its beams danced before them on Egypt’s broad sea, 
Whose waves darkly rolling forbade them to flee. 


IX. 
For a moment they stood,—and then cast a wild glare 
Back to see if destruction awaited them there ; 
And behold, as the morning rose over the land, 
4 thick cloud rolling on, told the foe was at hand. 


X. 
Ah! then was a moment of keenest despair ; 
Wherever they gaze death relentless is there ; 
Hope’s solace no more in their bosoms could dwell, 
But on pinjons of light’ning she bade them farewell. 
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Israel Delivered. 


XI. 
‘Go forward, my people,” JenovanH commands, 
** Ye billows, roll backward,” his servant demands, 
The waves clave asunder, and through the dark sea 
A high way is opened, and Israel is free. 


XII. 


As a star to the sailor ’mid ocean’s wild roar, 

So hope smiled again on this desolate shore ; 

And adoring they march through the deep swelling tide, 
Till at length they stand safe on the Canaan side. 


XII. 


But where is the foe who exultingly cried, 

** [ll pursue—overtake—and the plunder divide ?” 

Where wave his proud banners,—where gleams the bright spear, 
, Which but now filled these thousands with death-chilling fear ? 


XIV. 


The floods have returned, and the proud swelling wave 
Sweep the horse and his rider anon to the grave ; 

O’er the head of the tyrant the dark billows flow, 

And the crown-pride of Egypt in death is laid low.— 


XV. 


Now silently rolls the blue surge of the deep 

Such as rocks the tired sailor securely to sleep ; 
But each billow heaves out on the surf beaten shore, 
The stiff corse of the brave in the armour he wore. 


XVI. 


No longer he sighs for the battle’s wild roar : 

The sound of the trumpet shall wake him no more ; 

But washed on the beach shall his flesh waste away, 
And the sea-bird shall flap her dark wing o’er her prey. 


XVII. 


Here lies the proud steed with his nostril spread wide, 
And there his bold rider still floats on the tide ; 

Here, dashed on the strand, lies the monarch’s firm car, 
And his coursers that panted so fiercely for war. 


XVIII. 


All the heroes of Egypt promiscuous lie, 

And the winds to their mem’ry still mournfully sigh, 
They found none to succour, no arm that could save, 
For Jenovan had made them the sport of the wave. 


XIX. 


Then the daughters of Judah, with timbrel and dance, 
To behold the slain armies of Egypt advance ; 

And amid their pursuers strewn thick on the shore, 
They mingle their songs and triumphant adore ;— 


XX. 


“ Jenovan’s right-hand has oufvfctory won, 
And here will we sing of the deed he has done, 
The horse and his rider are drowned in the sea, 
Jrnovan has triumphed and Israel is free.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FACTS AND ANECDOTES. 


Bishop of Gloucester.—The circumstance of so dignified a person- 
age as the bishop of Gloucester paying a visit to our Sunday school, 
kindly addressing the teachers and children, accompanying them on 
foot from their school room to the church, and preaching a sermon 
for them, has done much good to the cause of Sunday schools in our 
neighbourhood. We have had many encouraging circumstances among 
our dear children. Some of them, upon leaving the school and the 
town to go to service, have observed, they could willingly leave all 
but their teachers and the school. One girl being reproved by her 
teacherYor staying away the preceding Sunday, said she had. no shoes 
good enough to come in; another in the class said, ‘‘ Well, if I had 
no shoes to my feet, I would not stay away ;”’ at the same time the 
shoes she had on were not worth two-pence: her teacher immedi- 
ately gave her a new pair. We have had a very pleasing circum- 
stance in a youth of about sixteen years of age, who joined our school 
about eighteen months since only knowing his letters, but who has 
made such progress in learning as to make one of the reading class at 
our last public examination. What is more satisfactory, he is become 
the priest of his family, where he conducts family worship with his 
mother, brothers and sisters, and the neighbours of two adjoiping 
houses on the hill situate on the side of the Forest of Dean, where he 
lives. His mother, a widow, lately observed to our minister, ‘“‘ He, 
dear boy, is more fhan a husband to me.” How would your heart 
be elated, could you witness the evening sacrifice of prayer and praise 
from this little group of foresters. 

The Obedient Girl.—One of our teachers was lately obliged to re- 
prove a little girl for disobedience. He told her that “ wicked chil- 
dren must never hope to go to heaven, and that if she continued to 
disobey her teacher, and sin against God, she never would go to that 
happy place.”’ The child appeared much impressed with these 
thoughts, and during the remainder of the morning was attentive and 
obedient. When the other children were dismissed from the school, 
it was observed that the child still kept her place, and when told to 
go home, she sobbed so violently that the teacher was induced to ask 
her the reason. ‘O Sir,” she said, ‘‘ I want you to go with me, and 
tell my father that naughty people never go to heaven ; for he swears 
so, I’m sure he’ll never gothere.”’ The child was encouraged to go~ 
home, and to tell her father what the teacher had said to her. She 
did so—and we have the happiness of knowing that the reproof of 
this dear child, has been the means of checking the bad habit, and 
Jeading him to supplicate the mercy of that gracious Being, to whom, 
before this, he was not only a stranger, but an enemy. 

The Duty of Prayer.—<A teather lately examining his class on the 
duty of prayer, one of his boys said, “ Before he became a scholar he 
used to neglect that important duty; but, since he had attended the 
school, he regularly said his prayers.” 
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REVIEW. 


fistory or tae Caurcu or Curist; by the late Rev. Josern Mit- 

NER, 1..M. with additions and corrections by the late Rev. Isaac 

Mtuner, D. D. F. RS. Second American edition, comprising some 

account of the lives of the Authors, and an original Index. Boston, 

Armstrong: New-York, Haven: 5 vols. 8vo., pp. Vol. 1. 401— 

Vol. Il. 409—Vol. IH. 397—Vol. 1V. 383—Vol. V. 406. 

Amonc the many causes of regret, which always present them- 
selves when we compare what Christians are, with what they ought 
to be, is the very limited and imperfect knowledge which aueandis 
exists among them of the history of the church. The general out-~ 
line which the Scriptures afford, is indeed remembered, but the suc- 
ceeding history of Christ’s kingdom, her dangers and her deliver- 
ances, her blemishes and her glories, are either unknown, or recol- 
lected as a confused mass of events ; without order in succession, and 
without any moral lesson in their aggregate impression on the mind. 
The only exception to this is, perhaps, the history of the Reforma- 
tion, some parts of whieh at least, all Protestants know and can never 
forget. One reason for so disgraceful an ignorance of what cannot 
be known without the most important benefit is, doubtless, to be 
found in the works which profess to contain this kind of information. 
Most of them dre voluminous—many of them confused—almost all of 
them coloured by prejudice if not stained by party bitterness. Be- 
sides this, the entire manner in which they treat the subject, though 
in its own nature so intimately connected with all that is holy in 
Christianity, is such as to repel the perusal of one who. loves the 
truth, and feels the power of religion. 

‘“Enmity against the Gospel has been fed, even to satiety, by the 
large displays of ecclesiastical wickedness. The wildest and the 
most visionary heretics have filled the historic page ; and their fol- 
lies, both in principle and practice, have been deemed worthy of a 
particular enumeration. The internal dissensions of churches have 
been minutely described. The intricacies and intrigues of Popery, 
and indeed of every secular system, which pretends to wear a-reli- 
gious garb, have been developed with a studious particularity. The 
connexion between the church and the state has afforded very ample 
materials of what is commonly called church history ; and learning 
and philosophy have been much more respected than godliness and 
virtue.”’—pp. iil. iv. v . 

From this general censure, at least one body of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory is wholly to be excepted. We refer to the work at the head of 
this article. This singular and indeed unprecedented production, 
proceeds upon grounds entirely different. Its great object, distinctly 
avowed and steadily pursued, was to give the history, not of all such 
as professed to be Christians, but of living Christianity. This it has 
done, and in a manner which proves its author to have belonged to 
that company of regenerate men whose virtues, trials and triumphs, 
it was his chosen task to tell. The spirit which every where 
breathes in this work, is the spirit of primitive Christianity ; in other 
Vor. IX. 
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words, the spirit ef the Bibles Nor co we know any bouk, not pro- 
fessedly devotional, from the perusal of which, a Christian rises with 
impressions more-like those produced by the Bible itself. No one 
who has read the book needs to be told the character of the author : 
there stands his likeness, in a monument more lasting than brass. 
To all such his biography must be a subject of interest ; and it 
is with much satisfaction that we find the Christian public is at 
Jength enabled to gratify a curiosity so natural and commendable. 
To the edition of the Ecclesiastical History now before us, is prefixed 
a life of Josern Mitvyer, written by his brother Isaac, (the same who 
has continued the work in a fifth volume.) It is written in an afféc- 
tionate spirit, and with great simplicity and neatness of style. 

From this narrative we learn that Joseph’s health, having been 
early injured by the measles, continued to be extremely feeble 
throughout his subsequent life. He early evinced extraordinary ca- 
pacity, especially in the great strength of his memory. ‘ While at 
school he wrote down a sermon from memory, by way of experi- 
ment, without having taken a single note while hearing it. The 
preacher, on comparing what Milner had written with his sermon, 
said, ‘The lad has not omitted a single thought or sentiment in the 
whole sermon ; and frequently he has got the very words for a long 
way together.’’’ He was averse from mathematical studies, and de- 
voted himself chiefly to the languages, and to compositton. In these 
branches of education he made so rapid a proficiency, that his mas- 
ter, compassionating bis ill health and low circumstances, and admir- 
ing his talents, formed the resolution of aiding him through his pre- 
paration for the University ; after which, by his friendly efforts and 
the interest of the others, Milner was placed at the age of eighteen 
in Catharine Hall, Cambridge. ‘* While at the University he was 
diligent, and made uncommon progress in his studies. At degree- 
time, he ranked high on the hist of Mathematical and Philosophical 
honours, and obtained one of the two gold medals, which are annu- 
ally given by the Chancellor of the University, to the best proficients 
in classical learning. The candidates that year (1766) were uncom- 
monly numerous and able.”—-Vol. I. p. 10. 

After leaving the University, Mr. Milner obtained the place of 
head master of the grammar school of Hull, where for three years 
he was a favourite with the most intelligent and respectable part of 
the community. The manner in which he discharged his duty as 
a teacher, was such as to add much to the reputation and extent of 
the school ; while his ministrations in the pulpit, being of a negative 
character, gave no offence to the consciences of worldly men. He 
was one of that large class of preachers who, avoiding doctrinal dis- 
cussion, enforcing in general terms the duties of morality, and min- 
gling without reserve in the circles of fashionable life, is every where 
well received and highly commended. A more dangerous situation 
can scarcely be be imagined. Wo unto you fsaid the best judge of 
Christian ministers and ministrations,) when all men shall speak well of 
you. But at the close of this period, the mind of Mr. Milner began to 
undergo a radical and universal change. The serious impressions of his 
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cnildhood, and the general orthodoxy of his riper years, had both 
left him ignorant of vital Christianity. He had now to learn for the 
first time what it is to become a new creature: and though it does 
not appear that he professed to embrace any new system of faith, 
the principles he had hitherto held as dogmas inthe understanding, 
were now transferred to his heart, and became (as they ever must in 
that place) the actuating principles of his entire course of thinking, 
speaking und acting. A change like this ‘* cannot be hid.” 


_ “ From the commencement of a change in his sentiments and practice, to the 
Yme when his judgment may be considered as settled and confirmed, an interval 
of at least two years elapsed. However, the alteration, when first perceived, was 
sufficient to excite suspicion and alarm, thongh the better sort of people did not 
immediately abandon their favourite schoolmaster and preacher. They could 
not think of this without reluctance. It must even be owned that they gave him 
a fair time for trial; and they also made some private attempts to reclaim him ; 
but all in vain. ; 

“Once in perticular, at the conclusion of a very decent convivial meeting, in the 
house of one of the first families of the place, where some of the more respecta- 
ble clergy were assembled, and among them one clergyman of learning and dis- 
tinction, whose residence was not at Hull, and who happened to be on a visit at 
that time, a general attack was made on the young enthusiast. This evidently 
“appeared to have been preconcerted, though the writer does not deny that the in- 
tentions might be friendly, and that the plan might originate in a desire to pre- 
serve Mr. Milner from plunging deeper into Methedism, This attack, though 
attended with some ridiculous circumstances in the course of it, was truly in- 
structive inthe event. The advantages of serious study of. the Scriptures, and of 
the knowledge of them, appeared in the strongest light. The assailants agreed 
in no one thing but in zeal to run down Mr. Milner, and in some general extra- 
vagant charges of enthusiasm, Methodism, and such like. They could state no 
distinct article of false doctrine, or even of disagreement ; and when the Bible 
was appealed to, they proved themselves such wretched textuaries that they 
could not produce a single passage to their purpose ; and were unable even te 
find those passages of which they seemed to have some faint and imperfect re- 
collection. Mr. Milner patie endured their reproaches; and smiled while 
they were fruitlessly turning, t@ and fro the pages of an excellent Bible, which 
‘seemed to have been very life used. In those days he had begun to carry a Bi- 
ble éonstantly in his pocket ; a practice which he never left off. When the party 
were exhausted and had become pretty silent, he pulled out his little pocket Bi- 
ble, now grown dirty and tattered by much wearing, the obvious comparison of 
which with their elegant one, conveyed a silent but sufficiently intelligible admo- 
nition, aad proved. no bad introduction to what he had to say. Ina word, heen- 
tered fully into an explanation of the peculiar doctrines of Christianity ; con- 
firmed his arguments and statements by numerous and appropriate passages of 
Scripture, and completed his defence by reading the texts which they had sought 
for in vain, and then by answering the supposed objections. Several of the 
party freely acknowledged afterward ‘ they had better have let him alone.’ 

«But Mr. Milner’s company did not continue long to be called for in genteel 
and convivial meetings. The man, who was’grown insupportable in the pulpit, 
ceased to be a desirable guest at the table ; and indeed his own heart was now so 
much engaged in different branches of practical religion, that he had little time 
and no taste for trifling company. He was constantly seeking opportunies to say 
“a word in season.” He had left off playing at cards ; he was no longer seen 
at the playhouse or the assembly; his presence checked and rebuked indecent 
conversation, and irregularities of every kind, and when a company, by being 
less trifling, or by some ill-natured attack on religion, presented an opening for 
grave conversation, Mr. Milner would often express himself with so much seri- 
ousness and so much just admonition, that men of the world no longer felt them- 
selves at ease in his presence. They, on the one hand, did not choose to be thus 
exposed to his censures, nor to have their consciences made uneasy by him He 
on the otber, devoted the little time which he could spafe from absolute duty, or 
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from private study, to those social visits which had the express design of pre 
moting the interests of religion. , 

‘These and similar causes concurred to separate Mr. Milner more and more 
from people of superior rank. They, with very few exceptions, were never seen 
at church when fe preached ; and he rarely met them, except once a year offi- 
cially, as chaplain to the Mayor, or on some such occasion. He has been heard 
to say, that the dislike of him proceeded to such a height, that few persons who 
wore a tolerably good coat, would take notice of him when they met him in the 
street. Nevertheless ‘the common people heard him gladly.’ The large church 
where he preached was crowded beyond example The care of the soul became 
the topic of common conversation. Great seriousness prevailed. Drunkards and 
debauchees were reformed. ‘The town assumed a new appearance Great num- 
bers, whose consciences were awakened under his preaching, earnestly inquired, 
‘what must we do to be saved ? The sick sent for him to their chambers for 
spiritual advice ; and when he returned home, he found his house crowded with 
visiters who had the same object in view. His strength was exhausted in this 
service ; and his health suffered exceedingly by often going out in the winter 
evenings of Sundays, after he had heated himself by delivering a long sermon 
with the utmost exertion. Embarrassing and difficult cases were frequently pro- 
posed to him, where heads of families or superiors insisted on their dependants 
leaving off their religious practices. Many are alive who well remember that an 
inundation of persecution in various ways broke in and continued for a long 
time.” —Vol. I. pp. 14—16. 


To those who have had much opportunity of observing mankind 
under the operation of the searching, humbling doctrines of the Bi- 
ble, the foregoing account will appear perfectly in the natural order 
of things. In substance it must be so until God or sinners change. 
But as some, even of the admirers of Mr. Milner’s general charac- 
ter, may find some difficulty in accounting for such a state of things, 
his brother proceeds by way of explanation in the following passage : 


“ Does the curious reader grow impatient to be satisfied more particularly re- 
specting-the cause which produced all this prodigious alteration both in Mr. Mil- 
ner’s own mind, and in the regards of his people? *Mr. Milner’s publications 
will most effectually satisfy every inquiry of this sort. The author, ‘ though dead, 
yet speaketh :’ and, as no inan on earth ever wFBte, preached, or conversed, with 
less disguise, let the serious reader consult his varfous writings. A more just, 
more concise, and more intelligible account cannot be given of his principles, 
than that he was truly a sincere member of the church of England. He believed 
the articles of the church in their plain, literal, and grammatical sense; and all 
his sermons were penned according to that interpretation of Scripture which they 
centain and express. With many persons unacquainted with the history of reli- 
gious controversy in these kingdoms, a sort of puzzle may still remain how such 
sentiments could on the one hand produce all this dislike and persecution from 
some of the people, and this resentment from his clerical brethren; and on the 
other could occasion such flocking to his churches’ ‘To explain this difficulty in 
detail and with minuteness, is neither pleasant nor necessary in this place ; but it 
may in some measure open the eyes of the intelligent to suggest, ‘ that our au- 
thor certainly did believe and maintain that the clergy of the establishment, in 
general, had very much deviated from the principles which they profess, and to 
which they subscribe their assent: That the reading desk and the pulpit were 
often at variance; and that instead of setting forth to the understanding with 
plainness, and pressing upon the conscience with energy, the great and peculiar 
truths of the Gospel, such as the doctries of original sin, of justification by faith, 
and of regeneration by the Holy Spicit, as stated in the articles and homilies of 
the church of England, the clergy in general were substituting in their place a 
system of little more than Pagan ethics.’ He further maintained, ‘ that by their 
fruits ye might know them; that one system was fruitful in good works, and the 
other productive of pride, self-righteousness, and attachment to the ways of the 
world” To all which it should be added, that Mr. M. had never the least hesita- 
tion in owning, that he Himself, during the first years of his being in holy orders, 
was as deeply involved as any person could be in this charge of departing from 
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ihe genuine religion of the Bible and of the establishment to which he belonged + 
that he had been active and earnest in corrupting the most important passages of 
Scripture and articles of faith; that though his own conscience never in the 
smallest degree accused him of ingincerity or hypocrisy, yet his ‘ zeal had been 
without knowledge ;’ that the conilibey of his warm addresses to the people, be- 
fore his conversion, when he used often tgbring forward the peculiarities of the 
Gospel, must have been to explain away those peculiarities, and misguide his 
audience ; and lastly, that, in fact, at that time, he did not understand the nature 
of Christ’s salvation, had never experienced its humbling operation on the mind 
of a truly penitent sinner, but was building an edifice both of religious doctrine 
and practice on a self-righteous foundation. 

“The reader is to observe, that the state of persecution above described, as well 
as the violent agitation of men’s passions concerning religious subjects, did not 
continue during the whole of Mr. Milner’s ministry. The storm subsided, a 
good deal, after the first seven or eight years; whereas the duration of Mr. 
Milner’s serious and active ministry is to be reckoned from about the twenty-se- 
venth year of his age to his fifty-fourth, Many causes concurred to abate the 
‘storm of prejudice, and to produce milder sentiments of him and his ministra- 
tions.” —Vol. I. pp. 17, 18. 

* Mr. Milner just lived to receive that very ample and decisive testimony of es- 
teem, which was shown to him by the Mayor and Corporation of Hull, upon the 
decease of the Rev. Mr. T. Clarke. He was chosen vicar almost unanimously. 
‘But he survived that event only a few weeks. He died Nov. 15, 1797. 

‘“¢ Never was sorrow more unfeigned or more general among the inhabitants of 
a large town, than at Hull, on the loss of their pious and faithful minister. A 
spirit of mutual condolence pervaded the hearts of the people ; numbers expressed 
their respectful sentiments of the deceased by the change of their external dress ; 
and when the serious minister adverted to the recent melancholy event in the 
pulpit, almost every eye bore testimony to the feelings of the heart. Some very 
remarkabie wishes were uttered by profane, worldly, and avaricious pefsons : 
‘Th at they would freely give up all their wealth to be where ne now was. ‘For 
many years past the clergy of the town of Hull have, in general, been very seri- 
ous persons, and have lived in harmony with Mr. Milner both in doctrine and in 
zeal. Some‘of them have been his pupils both in profane and sacred learning ; 
and all of them looked up to him with reverence as a wise and experienced guide 
in spiritual things The affectionate attachment of one of them was so tried by 
his death, that he could scarcely be induced to desist frem mourning over the re- 
— of his friend, or, for some days after, to take necessary refreshments.’’— 

ol. I. p. 27. 

“Several gentlemen, who had been his pupils many years ago, showed a sincere 
regard for their instructer, by erecting, at their own expense, an elegant monu- 
znent to his memory in the High Church of Hull. 


e 
‘The monument was executed by Mr. Bacon, with the following inscription : 


To the Memory of 
JOSEPH MILNER, M. A. 
Successively Lecturer and Vicar of this 
Church, 
and upwards of 30 years 
Master of the Free Grammar 
School, 
this Monument is erected 
by the grateful affection of his Scholars 
He was a Man 
of a vigorous understanding, 
extensive learning, 
and unwearied diligence : 
distinguished 
' by primitive purity of sentiment, 
and holiness of life. 
He uniformly proved himself, 
through a long and active ministry, vat 
@ zealous champion of the faith of Christ: 2 
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which his labours 
successfully inculcated, 
and his writings will exhibit and vindicate 
to future generations. 
He died 
on the 15th November, 1797, 
in the 54th year of his age.’’-—Vol. I. p. 20. 


(To be concluded. ) 
} _____.__| 


X¥utellige nce, 


BURMAN EMPIRE.—Amearican Baprisv. Mission. 


To plant the Gospel in this vast empire, inhabited by a brave, active, irascible; 
mnpatient, warlike race, supposed to the number of seventeen millions, is an ob- 
ject worthy of Christian enterprise. The despotic and capricious character of the 
Burman governors, their former treatment of the missionaries, the death of Mr. 
Wheelock, Mr, Coleman, and Mrs. Price, and the ill health of Mrs. Judson, have 
been occasions of mourning, if not of discouragement, to the friends and support- 
ers of the American Baptist mission in Burmah. But the Lord seems to have 
given the missionaries favour at the “ golden feet,” or imperial presence, and our 
hopes are revived. In the person of Dr. Price, who arrived at Rangoon, Decem- 
ber 13th, 1821, the board appear to have availed themselves of the advice of the 
Serampore brethren, communicated about six. years ago; and his medical skiff, 
which they deemed so important, has turned to good account. 

While Mr. Judson was engaged in translating the Scriptures into the language 
of the country, and labouring to call the deluded people from their idolatries, and 
feeding with the bread of life the little church which has been gathered from 
among the natives,—the fame of Dr. Price, in curing various diseases, reached 
the royal ear, and he was summoned to the court of Ava! whence Messrs. Jud- 
son and Coleman had, not long before, been repulsed.* 

“My hopes (says Mr. Judson, July 20th, 1822,) of finishing the New Testa- 
ment, without interruption, are all blasted by the arrival of an order from the 
king, summoning brother Price to Ava, on account of his medical skill. I must of 
course accompany him, and endeavour to take advantage of the circumstance to 
gain some footing in the capital and palace. But it is most repugnant to my feel- 
ings to leave my present pursuits and prospects in Rangoon.” 

On the 21st of August he writes :— Early this morning, I administered baptism 
to May Mee, (an old woman—a disciple of Moung Shewa-gnong,) the eighteenth 
Burman convert.” Two more still remain, the one deterred by fear of go- 
vernment, and the other by fear of her husband. ‘Add to these a desirable num. 
ber of hopeful inquirers; and I fee) that I am leaving, at least for a time, one of 
the most interesting fields of labour, that was ever opened to a missionary. But 
the path of duty seems to lead to Ava, and it is infinitely easy for God to open 
there a more interesting field.” The mission at Rangoon will be left under the 
care of Mr. Hough. 

Dr. Price remarks :—“ Free toleration through the favour of government, is au 
end so desirable in this country, that we feel the importance of the present oppor- 

unity, as an opening of Providence, to obtain this end, and we prepare with 


* See Christian Herald, Vol. VII. pp. 495, 530, 562 
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much satisfaction to obey the summons.” Dr. Price seems to have borne the 
afflictive dispensation which removed from him, on the 2d of May, his bosom 
companion, with the greatest resignation. ‘‘ Her patience and gentleness, (says 
Mr. J ,) ber kindness, and above all, her spirit of fervent piety, we had learned 
highly to appreciate; but never so highly as when bent over her dying bed.” 
‘‘ The topic on which she most frequently spoke, was the support she obtained 
from trusting in Jesus, under the sharp pain she endured, and in prospect of the 
great change before her.” Dr. P. committed his infant daughter to the care of 
Mrs. Lawson and Mrs. Pearce, of the English Baptist mission at Calcutta, who 
will “‘ take care of her with all the tenderness which Christian duty and sympa- 
thy excite.”’ 

The death of Mr, Coleman, which we have before notieed, took place on the 
4th of July, 1822, after an illness of intermittent fever of only six days. “ His 
sufferings were very extreme, until towards the close, when it pleased God to less- 
en their severity. Although unable to speak, yet he seemed entirely delivered 
from pain, and breathed his last without a groan or struggle.” “He did not 
(continues Mrs. Coleman in a letter to his mother) put off the concerns of eter- 
nity until confined to a sick bed. No: while blest with health, and in the full 
possession of his rational powers, he made it his business to prepare for a dying 
hour.” Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord—they rest from their labours, and 
their works do follow them. Mrs. -C. will share largely in the prayers and sympa- 
thies of her American Christian friends. - 


From Ava, under date of Oct. 1, 1822, Dr. Price thus writes to the correspond- 
ing secretary :—“It has pleased the Great Ruler of the skies, to bring us into 
the immediate presence of the king of Burmah’’—“ and to be informed that ¥ 
must make his capital my place of nee.” “Our reception was very grati- 
fying. We were obliged to submit to no ceremony. As soon as the king was 
informed of our arrival, a royal order was issued for our immediate introduction, 
As we entered, witb the impatience of a despotic prince, he called to know which 
was the doctor. We were taken into an open court, and seated on a bamboo 
floor, about ten feet from the chair of the monarch. ‘They are from the west-" 
ern continent,’ was the first remark—after which our great man delivered his ac- 
count of us. We were then interrogated, as to my skill in cunigg eyes, cutting 
out wens, setting broken arms and legs,—besides many other thing#to which my 
skill did not extend. Our medicines were then called for, and my stock in- 
spected. The surgical cases were much admired. After looking at mine, the 
king sent for his own; one case of which being unlike mine, he immediately 
gave it into my hands to use. This I considered as equivalent to fixing me here 
for life. After my galvanic pile had amused the king and his courtiers for an 
hour, we were dismissed, with an order to look out a place we liked, and he 
would build a house for us. An order was also given to look up all the diseased 
people, and have my decision upon them. 

‘‘ The king is a man of small stature, very straight—steps with a natural air 
of superiority, but has not the least appearance of it in conversation. Ou the 
contrary, he is always pleasant and good humoyred, so far as I have yet seen 
him. He wears ared finely striped silk cloth from his waist to hi s, and a 
blue and white handkerchief on his head. He has apparently t ood of his 
people, as well as the glory of his kingdom, at heart; and is encouraging fo- . 
reign merchants, and especially artisans, to settle in his capital. A watchmaker. - 
at this moment, could obtain any favour he should please to ask. The same 
might be vouched for a chairmaker or cabinetmaker, &c. as the king has wis- 
dom enough to prefer foreign manufactures when he sees their superiority to his 
own. On the subject of religion, he appears, like all his people, devoted to his 
idols. But he has never yet persecuted for religion’s sake! © that he might yet 
be brought to know and love the supreme God! SEVENTEEN MILLIONS OF PEO- 
PLE, MAD ON THEIR IDOLS, DEMAND THE ACTIVE SYMPATHY OF A CHRISTIAN PEO- 


PLE.” 
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UNITED STATES.—American Biste Society. 


(Concluded from p. 661.) 

In the last number we gave an abstract of the sixth report of the American Bi- 
ble Society : we now present a succinct account of some of the interesting docu- 
ments by which it is accompanied in the appendix. 

The statements given of the concerns of the principal European Societies we 
omit in this place, because our readers have the substance of them in the general 
course of our work. The Treasurer's report we have already published, as also 
the testimonies of affection and honour to the memory of the late President, on — 
both sides of the Atlantic. The fifth article is a letter from Mr. Wilder, an Ame- 
rican gentleman resident in Paris, giving a very cheering account of the condi- 
tion of the Paris Bible Society: its organization has been improved, numerous 
auxiliaries have been formed in various parts of the kingdom; while kindred in- 
stitutions for tracts, schools and other Christian and philanthropic objects, are 
springing up around it. Thus it is every where: so divinely true was that clause 
in the angel’s song, “‘ good will to men.” Not only does this spirit breathe 
throughout the doctrines and precepts of Christianity, but wherever she comes, 
the heavenly principle appears in every lovely form of actual benevolence. 

The five succeeding items ip the appendix refer to exertions making both here 
and ‘in Europe, for the benefit of that interesting part of our race, who have so 
long sat in darkness, in-our southern hemisphere. The parent Society in Britain 
have sent supplies of the Scriptures to Buenos Ayres, Valparaiso, and Rio Janei-. 
ro, and contemplate sending a special agent for the purpose of establishing regu- 
lar channels for Scripture distribution thgoughout the Spanish and Portuguese 


“provinces. At Buenos Ayres a preseut of Bibles from the American Society has 


been gratefully received by the corporation of the city, and a part of them sent 
by that body to the commissioner of schools. At Monte Video, the Rev. Mr. 
Thompson, a pious and active minister, has the opportunity of distributing nu- 
merous copies of the Bible, which is there very scarce. The young men's Society 
of Baltimore ha# sent him a small consignment to enable him to fulfil his benevo- 
lent designs. In St. Jago de Cuba, an American gentleman has distributed copies 
to schools and families, and is in high hopes of introducing more into that be- 
nighted island. Another gentleman writes, that there is nothing to fear in that 
quarter from the opposition of the clergy. 

The want of the Scriptures in Florida, is thus affectingly mentioned in a letter. 
from Pensacola: ‘‘ We have no preaching, and only a few Bibles which [ got 
from the agent for Louisiana, and distributed last summer. There are Americans 
here who have nol seen a Bible for twenty, and some for thirty years! Do then help 
us.” Thus there seems to be presented a wide and promising field for Christian 
benevolené apd enterprise, in the extensive and fertile regions which swarm with 
millions from the equator to Patagonia. Here the butcherers of Rome first dyed 
the soil with blood, and her deadly superstitions inflicted a more deplorable de- 
struction on the souls of men. Do we not owe it toso fair a portion of our world, 
to expiate injuries inflicted under the Christian name? We understand that ar- 
rangements on a large scale, are iv contemplation by the board of Directors for 
supplying the word of eternal life to these unhappy people, who have so long 
groanedunder oppression, both civil and ecclesiastical. 

The domestic correspondence occupies a large portion of the volume, and pre- 
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sents a spectacle which, if in one view it calls for tears and prayers, in another it 
exhilarates the Christian bosom, and prompts the song of thanksgiving afd joy. 
Every where there exists a greater want of the Scriptures than could lave’ been 
suspected even by those best informed. Not only, as might have been anticipat- 
ed, in those districts which have but lately been peopled ; > the oldest and 
most thickly inhabited parts of the Atlantic states. But on the other hand, there 
appears almost every where an awakening spirit among the churches, a hearty 
union in counsel, and an enterprising activity in execution which promises the 
happiest results. The receipts of the national Society have regularly increased, 
and new auxiliaries are constantly forming. To present to our readers the whole 
of this correspondence is impracticable, nor would it comport with the plan of 
our work ; but we shall-select from it a few interesting facts, reserving the liberty 
of making further extracts as opportunity may serve. 

- Bibles are admitted into Canada free of duty : av arrangement highly credita- 
ble to the government ef that province. The books are in general thankfully 
received by the people, though in some instances copies have been forcibly caken 
away by their priests, and burnt before their face. A copy was given at St. 
Louis to a Frenchman between seventy and eighty years of age; he had never 
seen a Bible before, and received it with a flood of tears. A poor woman in 
Jersey learned to read solely for the purpose of perusing the Scriptures—and af- 
terwards to write, that she might make extracts to aid her memory ; she appear- 
ed to feed upon the treasure with eager and increasing ardour ; its fruits appear- 
ed in her whole deportment, and she died in serene hope, soon after accomplish- 
ing her design. 

In Carolina Bibles have been gratuitously placed in the bar-rooms of taverns, 
that travellers, while waiting for the preparation of refreshments, or neighbours, 
who may drop in to lounge away an idle hour, may have presented in their way 
the means of lasting good. This arrangement we cordially approve, and hope to 
see the example followed in our state and throughout the country." It has al- 
ready been practised with respect to some of our steam-boats, but never, to our 
knowledge, in public houses of any kind. 

In several parts of the country the Scriptures have been exchanged for produce, 
and in some cases the funds of the Society have been rather increased by the mea: 
sure: owing to the embarrassment of the western banks, this means has been re: 
sorted to, to forward the collections of auxiliary Societies, which have been in- 
vested in cotton and tobacco, and shipped to this city. 

In confirmation of what we remarked in relation to the want of the Scriptures 
and Scripture knowledge where least suspected, we observe in a report from the 
Young Men’s Bible Society of Washington city, that they,have discovered in that 
city near three hundred families without a copy of the Bible among them. In 
answer to the inquiries of the investigating committee, one woman asked, “‘ what 
is a Bible?” and another replied, “ there are several books in the house, but I do 
not know whether avy of them is a Bible or not !’’ 

We are cheered, however, in turning from such a picture to observe the volun- 
tary, laborious; and persevering exertions of individuals, (in some cases solitary 
and unaided,) in various parts of our country. The efforts of one gentleman iv 
North Carolina, who went out on a short tour for the purpose, were happily in- 


* See some useful hints on this subject in our seventh volume. No. XUT. p. 885. 
Vor. IX. 87 
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strumental in the formation of ten auxiliary Societies, one of which is im the col- 
lege of William and Mary. 

Were examples like this emulated by those many Christians who possess ease, 
influence, and leisure, what might not be accomplished for the good of men, and 
therein for Godimplory and the substantial welfare of our beloved country ' 


-_——— = 


NEW-YORK BIBLE SOCIETY.—Tuirp Report. 


Martugew Crarkson, President. 
E.C. Woopuutt, Treasurer. 

W. C. Mueruiean, Cor. Secretary. 
Joun H. Hirt, Clerk. 


Ar the close of the third year, since the union of the two old Bible Societies, 
which established this institution, its managers reported a distribution of seven 
hundred and four Bibles, and one thousand and sixty-five Testaments; of the 
Bibles, one was in the Welsh language, two in the Dutch, and thirty-four in the 
French. . About 200 Bibles and Testaments were sold, and the remainder be- 
stowed gratuitously to individuals and societies, in which the Sunday Schools 
have, as usual, largely participated. Total distribution 28,893 Bibles, and 4,386 
Testaments. There remained at the depot 448 Bibles, and 265 Testaments, sub- 
ject to the disposition of the Board. The receipts during the year were $1,29063, 
which are exceeded by the expenditnre about 100 dollars. Among the sources 
from whence this income is derived, payments from 202 annual, and three life 
subscribers, are mentioned. Allusion is made to the Ward Bible Associations, and 
the managers express their regret that the seventh “ is the only one which has 
perseveringly attended to the objects committed to it.” 

The importance of efficient Ward Associations, has frequently been urged in our 
pages, but the success of that in the seventh ward offers the best argument and 
encouragement that can be presented to the others, to resume the work they 
once commenced, and persevere until the resources of the city are drawn out, 
and the poor in every district are supplied. Ifa fair mference might be drawn 
from a comparison of the contributions by the seventh ward, and the assessor’s 
books, a large excess would be found in favour of some of the wards that now do 
little or nothing. We know not if the experiment has been recently tried, but 
perhaps an active Committee of the Managers might resuscitate these drooping 
branches, and thus “ aid the general prosperity, by imparting to the future pro- 
ceedings of the Society,” a more impressive character. And does not “ its local 
and relative situation, and the means it should possess, urge this duty with no 


33? 


common interest?’ The following extract from the report must conclude our 


present notice of it : f 


“The Society know that while they distribute the Bible, they communicate 
doctrines and maxims which form the moral habits of man, strengthen the fabric 
of civil society, adorn its intercourse, and promote its glory. They may there- 
fore rest satisfied in perceiving these effects to follow rapidly the course of their 
exertions, without being made minutely acquainted with every particular con- 
nected with them. They will also recollect, that many of the most interesting 
facts occur in the private, and sacred retreats of humble and domestic life, and 
are seldom known beyond them. There gratitude speaks her thanks with reno- 
vated heart ; there labour makes its willing offering to the Bible Treasury ; there 
is heard the voice of praver, imploring benedictions on its cause.”’ 
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AUXILIARY SOCIETIES FOR MELIORATING THE CONDI- 
TION OF THE JEWS, RECENTLY FORMED. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Frey, agent of the A.S.M.C. J. since he set 
out on his: tour to the South has visited a number ef places, in 
_ the states of New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland, 
the city of Washington, &c., and has met with very gratifying and 
encouraging success. Besides increasing the funds of the Socie- 
ty, by the collections which have been taken up in the different 
churches, where he has preached—and which have been liberal—He 
has also assisted in the formation of a number of important Aux- 
iliaries. 

BALTIMORE AUXILIARY SOCIETY. 

Agreeably to public notice, a meeting was held in St. Peter’s Church, 
Sharp-street, on Thursday, January 16th, 1823, for the purpose of 
forming a society auxiliary to ‘* The American Society for Meliorat- 
ing the Condition of the Jews’’—Edward Johnson, Esq. Mayor, was 
called to the Chair, and Robert Beveridge appointed Secretary. 
The Chairman having stated the object of the meeting, called upon 
the Rev. Mr. Frey, a converted Jew, for information respecting}the 
designs of the Parent Institution. That gentleman, with much feel- 
ing and eloquence, portrayed the present distressed state of the 
‘‘ Seed of Abraham,” and stated the measures which have been agopt- 
ed to meliorate their condition. He was followed by the Rev. Mr. 
Henshaw, who, after an impressive and learned address, moved, that 
this meeting deem it expedient to form a Society Auxiliary to ‘‘ The 
American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, fobmed 
in the City of New-York, in 1820,” and that a committee be now ap- 
pointed to present a constitution to this meeting. 

The Committee by their Chairman, submitted a Constitution, which 
being read on motion of the Rey. Mr. Nevins, seconded by Mr. Hel- 
fenstein, was unanimously adopted. 

ALEXANDER Brown, President. 


Vice-Presidents. ° 
Rev. Joun GLenpy, Mr. Wixiiam WILKINs, 
Josuua Sous, Witviam Norris, 
J. P. K. Hensnaw, Joun DirFENDERFFER. 


Rosweti L. Cont, Treasurer. 
Rosert Beveriper, Secretary. 


WASHINGTON (D. C.) AUXILIARY SOCIETY. 


Ar a large and respectable meeting, held agreeably to public notice, 
in Dr. Laurie’s Church, on Thursday evening, January 30, 1823, 
Exias B. Catpwett, Esq. was called to the Chair, and the Rev. J. 
N. Campsexu appointed Secretary. ’ 

The meeting was opened by prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Laurie. The 
object of the meeting having been stated by the Chairman, and the 
commission of the Rev. Mr. Frey having been read, the la@men* 
tioned gentleman, at the request of the Chairman, stated feelingly 
and at large, the present state of the Jews, and the objects and utility 
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of the ‘‘ American. Society for Meliorating the Condition of the 
Jews.” 

Whereupon, after some impressive introductory remarks, the fol- 
lowing resolution was offered by the Rev. Dr. Laurie, and was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Resolved, That this meeting do now form a Society Auxiliary to the 
American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews. 

Dr. Laurie and Mr. Chalmers were then appointed a committee to 
prepare a constitution—which was presented and adopted. 

The Meeting was closed with prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Rice. 

The following Officers were elected to serve till the first Monday 
of April next, being the day of the first annual meeting of the So- 
ciety. 

A Exias B. Catpwett, Esq. President. 
Rev. Mr. Hawtey, 1st. Vice-President. 
Rev. Dr. Lauriz. 2nd. do. do. 
Rev. Mr. Brown, 3d. do. do. 
Ricnarp Smita, Esq. Treasurer. 
Rev. Mr. Campsexn, Secretary. 


SUMMARY. 


Dogalions-—'To the United Foreign Missionary Society during the monti of 
January, $639 57—February, $636 31. To the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign. Missions, from the 13th of January to the 12th of February, 
$4;364 60 ; also, legacies, $1000, and donations in clothing, &c. to a considera- 
ble amount. To the American Bible Society during the month of February, to con- 
stitute ministers members for life, $210,—laymen members for life, $60,—di- 
rector for life, $150,—donations, $5,—do. from: auxiliary Societies, $746 66,— 
do. frem societies not auxiliary, $108 76,—in payment for Bibles, $1,341. 67— 
total, $3,513 33. Five new Auxiliaries acknowledged, To the American Edu- 
cation Society during the month of February, $314 26, 

United Domestic Missionary Society.—A, special general meeting of the Society 
was held on the 10th ultimo at the city Hotel. Hon Sternen Van RenssELaer, 
President, was present and took the chair,—and the Rev. J.M. Mathews opened 
the meeting with prayer. The corresponding Secretary, Eleazer Lord, Esq., 
read extracts from letters from several of the missionaries inthe Society’s employ, 
which represented the need of more efficient exertion, the want of more mission- 
aries, and the encouragements which the districts alluded to offer to the zealous 
and faithful labourer. The Rev. W. W. Philips, John B. Romeyn, D. D. Samuel 
H. Cox, and John D: Keese, Esqr. addressed the meeting, and urged upon the 
attention of|a very large and respectable audience the pressing claims of the So- 
ciety, Committees were appointed to solicit subscribers and donations, and on 
metion of Peter Hawes, Esq. a resolution was unanimously passed, embracing a 
-vote of thanks to Mr. Chester Jennings, keeper of the Hotel, for his liberality in 
granting the Society the use of the room free of expense, and constituting him a 
life member of the society. ‘The Rev. G. Spring, D. D. closed the meeting with 
Prayer gg iT Persons may become members by paying $3 annually, or $30 at 
ope.time ; and the payment of $50 constitutes a director. Donations received 
by Peter Hawes, Esq, Treasurer, corner of John and William-streets, 
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Young Men's Missionary Society—A society bearing this name has recently 
been organized in this city, auxiliary to the United Domestic Missionary Society. 
under very favourable prospects for extensive usefulness. 

Jews’ Society.—The Rev. Mr. Frey, agent of the A.S M. C. J. arrived in 
Charleston, 8. C. onthe 12th ult. and after a short stay at that place, preaching 
in several of the churches, and assisting in forming two large and highly respect- 
able auxiliaries, one of them the “ Shiloh Society of Charleston,” proceeded into 
Georgia. 


ae 


Notices and Acknowledgments. 

Exchanges.—We receive a very large number of very small papers, itdorsed 
with the request, ‘“‘ Please exchange,’ and at the same time that we thank the pub- 
lishers for the friendly feeling which this expression may indicate, we must say 
the request is in many instances most unreasonable Let such publishers consider 
for a moment the following comparison. Ina year we publish eight hundred 
closely printed octavo pages on a new long primer and brevier type, with good 
ink and paper—stitched in twenty-five printed covers,—about one half origina} 
matter—the editorship occupying nearly all the time of one man, (as yet without 
compensation)—at (hree dollars per annum. Some of the papers above referred 
to are printed on a large wogn-out type, with poor ink, coarse paper, no covers—- 
sight octavo pages a week—selected matter—without editorial labour—at two 
dollars per annum. The number we have already placed on our exchange list of 
this class of publications and others, added to the number of copies for which 
we neither receive nor expect pay, amount to one hundred and sixty copies, which, 
if paid for in advance, would leave, after deducting the price of the papers re- 
ceived in exchange, a sum of above four hundred dollars. We hope this state- 
ment willsatisfy any who have thought us illiberal in not placing their papers on 
our exchange list. 

Life of Brainerd.—Religious biography has received a valuable addition, in a 
complele life of BraineRrp, by the Rev. Mr. Dwight of Boston. It embraces the 
whole of the Life and Diary, including the Journal, formerly published in two 
parts by the correspondents of the “‘ Society in Scotland for’ propagating Chris- 
tian knowledge,” now for the first time incorporated with the rest of the diary, iu 
a regular chronological series: also, all his letters, and other writings (as far as 
they are known to the editor,) two letters of John Brainerd, the ordimation ser- 
mon, by the Rev. FE. Pemberton, pastor of the [Wall-street] Presbyterian Church 
in this city, and the reflections on his memoirs and funeral sermon, by President 
Edwards. It isa neatly printed octavo volume of abont 500 pages—price $2 50. 

Life of Elliot.—The Rev. Mr. Moore, of Natick, Mss. has recently published, 
‘¢ Memoirs of the life and character of the Rev. Joun Evriot, apostle of the North 
American Indians.” 

Edwards’s works —Stephen cs of New-Haven, Conn. is collecting, and pro- 
poses to publish a complete edition of Dr. Edwards’s works. 


Mbituary. 
For the Christian Herald. 
THEY are not of the world even as [I am not of the world. John xvii. 16. ‘This 


is the account which the divine Saviour gives of his approved followers ; and he 
knew what was in man and what was the best evidence of a heart devoted to ‘his 
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service. And there are few men of whom it could more jusily be said,‘ he ts not 
of this world,” than of Jouy McF arcane, who departed this life on Monday the 
10th March, at his house, in Greenwich-street, in the 83d year of his age, after 
a short illness of somewhat more than three days. 

He was a native of Scotland, but emigrated to this country about fifty years 
ago, and since that time resided almost constantly in this city. He was for a 
considerable time in business, but in this he was unsuccessful. Here, however, it 
is sufficient to state that, whatever might be his embarrassments, he was univers- 
ally allowed to have acted with honour and integrity 

In all the vicissitudes of life he was uniform and diligent in the public and pri- 
vate duties of religion, and was for a great number of years a member and an 
elder in the Associate Church. These things, however, are mentioned only as 
events of secondary importance in the life of this holy man. For he was a genu- 
ine follower of Christ, and he loved and esteemed his fellow-men, not for their 
country or kindred, but for their piety and worth, persuaded, as he used to say, 
that “in Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek, but all are one in him.” 
Though strongly attached to the religious principles held by the Christian society 
of which he’was so long a much respected member, yet there never was a man 
who showed less the spirit and temper of a partisan. 

But we may pass from the events of his life, for in so far as this world is con- 
cerned, “‘the short and simple annals of the poor” are soon rehearsed. Not so 
the many labours of love, and the many good works of this distinguished saint. 
The example of his holy life—his fervent charity—his ardent piety—his meek 
humility and savoury conversation; will live long in the cherished recollections of 
his pious friends. For although he had a good report of all men, yet it was only 
kindred spirits who could either understand his character or form a just estimate 
of his real worth. 

Being largely endowed with the spirit of his Master, whom he served with dili* 
gence and zeal, and followed through good and through bad report ; many of the 
Christian graces shone conspicuous through the gloom of outward calamity. In 
him patience had her perfect work. Under all the crosses, afflictions and disap- 
pointments of life, of which a very great share was his, he was never heard to 
repine’at Bis condition, nor to charge God foolishly. His meekness and humility 
were equal to his patience. His temper did not rise at the reproach of the fool- 
ish, but when he was rashly spoken against by any, his uniform reply was, had 
they known him better, perhaps they would have said something more to his dis- 
advantage. 

In his intercourse with his Christian friends he was uniformly cheerful, oblig- 
ing and kind. As to the business of this world his heart had long been weaned 
from it; and for many years past his conversation was almost all in heaven. 
The general tenor of his life seemed to be a practical commentary on the follow- 
ing passage of Holy Writ: One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after, that | may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 

But amopg all his attainments his skill in the Scriptures, and his gift in prayer 
were not the least remarkable. The Bible was his daily companion, and the 
statutes of the Lord were the men of his counsel. Nor was it possible to ob- 
serve his fervour at the throne of grace, without thinking of him who, “as a 
prince had power with God and prevailed.” 

With such gifts and endowments he was eminently calculated to administer re- 
ligious instruction and spiritual consolation to the distressed and the dying, and he 
was often found in the house of mourning. There, with an interest and solic® 
tude that can only be felt by those who have just ideas of the value of the soul, 
he showed the way of life—he pointed tg the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sins of the world, and preached peace Brough fhe blood of the cross, as the only 
but all-efficient means of banishing terror from the conscience, and imparting 
consolation to the disconsolate and troubled mind. It was on his way to the 
house of affliction that he was arrested by the messenger of death. He was 
seized with a kind of giddiness to which he was sometimes subject, and with some 
difficulty he reached a friend’s house which was on his way. By the care of the 
family he so far recovered as to be able to walk home with an attendant, but was 
again taken ill in the course of a few hours. 

He was much afflicted all the afternoon and evening. and on the following dav 

















Civil Retrospect.—F oreig i. 690 


when medical aid was called in, having some presentiment that he would not re- 
cover, he patiently composed his mind for the issue, resigned to the will of Pro- 
vidence, and willing to depart. Two days after, the evening before he died, be- 
ing now convinced that his end was approaching, he said to one standmg by— 
“If God were pleased to take me out of the world by this affliction 1] am willing 
to depart. I have always thought the time of sickness a bad time to prepare 
for death, and I now find myself so mueh distressed that I cannot compose my 
mind to attend to the duties of religion. I hope my friends will pray for me— 
I believe God will take care of me—I wait for his salvation.” 

Next morning he was evidently much weaker, and although perfectly sensible, 
(as appeared by his recognizing a friend and inquiring for her sick husband a few 
minutes before he died,) yet he spake little and acted like one done with the world. 
Though greatly afflicted he endured his sufferings without one murmur, and at 
last fell asleep so sweetly and so insensibly, that although several persons were 
standing by, not one of them could say at what moment his departing spirit left 
its earthly tent. 

So lived, and sv died this holy man of God: all who knew him, for he was one 
of those that the more they are known, the more highly they are esteemed, and to 
be esteemed as they ought must be intimately known, will readily bear witness 
that the above is but a very faint sketch of his excellent character and heavenly 
endowments. These things have not been mentioned to call forth sorro his 
departure ; for he was ripe for heaven, and he came to his grave in full , like 
as ashock of corn cometh in in his season, but to stir up all who knew him to con- 
sider his conversation—to imitate his many virtues, and to follow his good ex- 
ample. Mark the perfect man and behold the upright, for the end of that man 
is peace. R. 

New- York, March 18, 1823. 


CIVIL RETROSPECT. 
FOREIGN. 


Europe.——The news this month from Europe is wholly warlike. 
Contrary to our anticipations and hopes, France has expressed a deter- 
mination to make war on Spain, to compel the latter to suit her govern- 
ment to the views of the former. The jealousy of despotism, or the feay 
of the effects of an example of a government of a popular form so near 
to France, has no doubt induced the government of the latter to assume 
the attitude she bears; while the dormant, but far from extinguished 
military spirit of the French people, has probably been viewed by their 
rulers, as a trait on which they might rely for the popularity of the war. 
Still they may find their calculation erroneous: the veterans of Napo- 
leon will endure hardly, the promotion of superannuated courtiers, or of 
the beardless members of the present noble families, over the military 
nobles of the former reign: and the people, tired and willing to enjoy a 
respite from war, may perhaps conceive that if they must endure its evils, 
they would prefer struggles for liberty to crusades against it. It will not 
therefore surprise us to hear, either that France has receded from the 
stand she has taken, or that she is herself a prey to intestine commotions 
similar to those which, like a fratricide, she is fomenting in Spain. Be- 
sides, it cannot be doubted that the issue of a war with Spain is very 
uncertain: its mountains, the gwerid/a or partisan habits of its popula- 
tion, the spirit of resistance which a call on such an occasion must natu- 
rally inspire, will make its conquest neither easy nor certain, and render 
the possession of it very unsafe. Although we have little hope that the 
war will be averted, yet we consider it possible, and cling to our hopes 
almost as we should to life. 

The bearing of this war on Spain will be important, far beyond ordi. 
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nary wars. ‘hey have had one war for the right of establishing a go- 
vernment for themselves, and eventually succeeded. The government 
they restored was a bad one. They are now to have another, in which 
the evils of that government will be arrayed against the vigour and 
patriotisin, by the mistaken efforts of which it was restored. We eb- 
serve that the catholic clergy, and what may be called the high church 
party, are on the side of the French. We think the tendency of this 
will be to wean Spain from its catholic superstition, to impress a belief 
on the people that the catholic clergy are its enemies, leagued with stran- 
gers against their country, and sacrificing its glory, peace, and best in- 
terests, to their own selfish plans. We think that no event will tend 
more strongly to shake Popery in this its strong hold, than such a war 
as seems impending; and, we may be assured, at least in these days, 
that breaches in a shattered superstition are not easily repaired. Ano- 
ther circumstance adds interest to these views; France, with its infidelity 
and superstition, are siding with the catholic clergy, while England is 
likelgeto take part with Spain. We hope, therefore, that by a connexion 
with England, the head of Protestant Europe, and a war with infidel, 
popish France, both the blankness of infidelity, so generally the successor 
of superstition may be avoided, and the pure doctrines of the Reformed 
Religion be established. If war shall take place, no doubt Divine 
Providence will make it subserve His best purposes. We, therefore, 
rest more sanguine in such anticipations as we have above indulged in. 
A war with Spain will, we hope, also give independence to the Spanish 

colonies. We trust that a nation struggling for the rights of self-govern- 
ment, feeling its inability to maintain an effective control over its colo- 
nies, will have the magnanimity which distress so often excites, and by 
relinquishing its claims to sovereignty over the colonies, free them from 
a useless war, and secure them as friends and allies. 

« No news from South America has been received which can be de- 
pended upon. Various and contradictory reports are afloat as to the 
successes or reverses of Morales. 


DOMESTIC. 


No domestic events of great importance have taken place. Perhaps, 
however, the deaths of Mr. Van Ness, formerly Judge of our Supreme 
Court, and of Judge Livingston, of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, are exceptions. They have been cut down, the one in the flower 
of his years, the other in a green old age, and both in the meridian of 
usefulness. It is consoling to us, and honourable to our country, to be 
able to say that both expressed great sense of the value of the Christian 
religion, and confidence in its claims to our faith and obedience. We 
rejoice in‘seeing our lawyers, men qualified by their acuteness and ex- 
perience to judge well on this subject, and yet tempted to scepticism by 
the secular character of their occupations, and their frequent occasions to 
judge ill of human testimony, bearing testimony to the truth of the Chris- 
tian religion. We now can add to our venerable Jay, and lamented 
Hamilton, the deceased worthies above named, increasing the class of 
those who bow their lofty understanding, profound learning, and great 
acquaintance with mankind, to the simple, honest testimony of the Apos- 
tles of Christ. May this our glory never be dimmed. nor ever depart 
from ns!—March 31. 1823. 
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He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are stil. Then are they glad, because 
they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. | Psalms. 
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THE CHARLESTON BETHEL UNION, 
To all Bethel Unions, Port Societies, and Ship Masters, send Greeting : 


BRETHREN AND FRIENDS—Though an infant: institution, we hope 
we shall be pardoned for the liberty we are taking in addressing 
those, who are greatly our superiors in knowledge and experience, 
when we assure them, that our object is not to teach them wisdom, 
but to solicit their assistance. 

In exploring the field of our labours for the purpose of ascertain- 

ing what is to be done, and how it is to be accomplished, we have en- 
deavoured not only to make such personal observations as circum- 
stances would permit, but also to avail ourselves of the knowledge 
which shipmasters have acquired from experience. ‘To facilitate 
an acquaintance with the feelings and habits of seamen, we have 
conversed with masters individually, and have also adopted the plan 
of giving a general invitation, as often as it shall be deemed expedi- 
ent, to those in port to meet a Committee from our body on board 
some ship, for the purpose of holding afree discussion upon any topic 
relating to the moral and religious improvement of seamen. The 
result of our investigation has been to establish in our minds a firm 
conviction, that all the deficiencies, which are found in the character 
of seamen, beyond what are daily exhibited in other classes of the 
community, are owing to their want of the same means and the same 
motives. 
_ As to the means of their religious instruction in this place, we 
hope that in future they will be constant. But as a handmaid to the 
truths of the Gospel, some other motive seems to be necessary to 
encourage sailors to aim at a higher elevation of character—to stimu- 
Jate them to strive for that good name which is rather to be chosen 
than great riches. 

To other men this motive is furnished by the common circum- 
stances of gpeir situation. Placed in the midst of their acquaintances, 
and in the bosom of their family, their reputation, their livelihood, 
and even their daily comfort, depend upon their maintaining a regu- 
lar and decent deportment. But the sailor is often far removed from 
the watchful eye of kindred affection, and his character and conduct 
wholly unknown to any individual of his former acquaintance. I[f 
then he can be as readily employed and obtain as much wages, while 
rioting in the paths of dissipation, and revelling in the haunts of sin, 
as in the pursuit of any other course, what motive, unless he possesses 
moral principle, will draw him away from the jaws of the destroyer, 
and induce him to aim at what is virtuous and praiseworthy ” 

Von, IX. 82 











696 Charleston Bethel Union. 


With a view of furnishing the motives most likely to operate in the 
case, ‘‘ shipmasters have informed us, that in some ports in Europe a 
Register Office has -been established for the purpose of recording 
the names of such sailors as should be able to obtain from the las¢ 
master with whom they sailed, a certificate of their correct habits 
and faithful services, and that when masters ship sailors, they apply 
to this office and give such men a decided preference.” That such 
an institution may have the desired effect, it should be distinctly un- 
derstood, that in connexion with it, there must be good Boarding 
Houses, where the means of rational entertainment and solid im- 
provement may be enjoyed—where no imposition shall be practised— 
where the sailor of every clime shall find his friends and his home ; 
and also, that those, who apply at the office must uniformly be re- 
commended to these houses, and that such as do not comply with their 
directions, but take lodgings in places not patronized by the managers 
of the institution, are to be considered as forfeiting their certificate 
and losing all claim to employment or protection. | Shipmasters with 
whom we have consulted, have with one voice assured us, that if in- 
stitutions of this kind can be generally established under proper re- 
gulations, they will give them their hearty sanction and their uniform 
patronage. ‘hey also say they are decidedly of the opinion, that 
they would be among the best means of improving the moral charac- 
ter of seamen, which have yet been devised, and which are so prac- 
ticable in their operation. But, at the same time, they remind us, 
that our exertions must be exceedingly embarrassed, if we attempt 
such an enterprize alone ; and that the good effected will be compar- 
atively small, if it is undertaken only in a few other places. If the 
sailor needs such a motive in one port, he needs it through the world. 
If the master and the owner find it for their happiness and interest 
to know the character of the men they ship in one port, it would be 
equally for their benefit to have the advantage of the same informa- 
tion in every port round the globe. In short, masters assure us that 
although disposed to make every effort in their power, they shall 
not be able to afford all the encouragement to an institution of this 
kind, which we hope soon to establish, that it may deserve, while 
standing alone. For when in other ports they must be always lia‘le 
to ship sailors who have no certificate, and leave those who have, 
because there is no regular method of making the distinction. And 
this, brethren and friends, is the special reason of our communica- 
tion. Our minds have been deeply impressed with the @mportance 
of the object, and we have felt ourselves imperiously called upon by 
the indications of Providence to make an effort. But sensible as we 
are, that our iafluence must be exceedingly limited, unless something 
of the kind shall be attempted in other ports, we have taken the hi- 
berty of addressing the triends of seamen generally, for the purpose 
of soliciting their co-operation. And we trust we shall be permitted 
earnestly to entreat all bodies organized for their benefit, to give the 
subject a speedy and careful examination. Would it not be expedi- 
ent for all such bodies to invite either stated or occasional meetings 
of shipmasters, in which a Committee from the body shall meet them 
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and discuss freely any subject pertaining to ihe welfare of seamen. 
And if upon suitable investigation it shall appear advisable, to esta- 
blish institutions of the kind which has been proposed, may we not 
anticipate the united exertions. of Marine Associations, ship owners 
and ship masters throughout the world? We feel assured there is a 
kindred spirit glowing in the bosom of the friends of Zion of every 
nation. ‘The unusual interest which has of late been excited in be- 
half of seamen, and the special success which has crowned the re- 
cent exertions for their welfare, encourage us to indulge hopes of no 
ordinary kind. And when we reflect on their number, the hardiness 
and energy of their character, and their constant intercourse with 
every part of the globe, what may we not expect from them, should 
they become Christians, towards evangelizing the world? Every 
thing we do to elevate their character will have a tendency to bring 
them under the influence of the Gospel. Shall we not then in obe- 
dience to the indications of Providence, summon our energies, com- 
bine our exertions, and make one effort corresponding, at least in 
some degree, with the movements of the day in which we live, ear- 
nestly supplicating that blessing, without which all human endea- 
vours will be utterly fruitless, and with which the feeblest may ac- 
complish wonders. 
With much respect, we have the honour to be, 
Brethren and Friends, 
Yours, most affectionalely, 
In behalf of the Charleston Bethel Union, 

; THOMAS NAPIER, President. 
JOSEPH BROWN, Corresponding Secretary. 

Charleston, S. C. January, 1823. 

P. 8. Any communicaticns from abroad will be gratefully received 
by this Society. 
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SOUTH SEA WHALEMEN. 
From the Rev. Mr. Williams, of Beverly, to the Publisher of the Watchman. 

Dear Sir,—The following is extracted from a letter received, a few days since, 
by a brother in our church, from one who is a member of the same church ; and 
now on a whaling voyage, in the ship Beverly, of Boston. If you think it will in 
any measure subserve the cause of religion among seamen, you are at liberty to 
publish it in your useful paper. N. W. Wirirams. 


‘* South Seas, Dec. 26, 1821. 

‘‘Dear Brotuer,—We take the earliest opportunity in sending 
you pleasant news. It has pleased that God who rules the seas, to 
hear your prayers, with those of the religious public, in behalf of 
us poor seamen. It hath pleased the Holy Spirit to convince three 
young men on board this ship, of righteousness, and of judgment to 
come. 

‘* They now stand as criminals at the bar, hearing God’s law ring- 
ing in their ears and in their hearts: the word of God and their con- 
sciences bearing testimony against them. They are daily searching 
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the Scriptures, to know what they shall do to be saved. We verily 
believe they stand in the good old way, to be directed to the Lamb of 
God, wo taketh away the sin of the world. Judge for yourself, sir, 
whether we are comforted? Any man, whose heart is not as hard 
as a stone, must bow with thankfulness to Him who hath wrought this 
work. 

‘* We send our hearty thanks to the honourable Bible Society of 
Boston, for their Christian charity in furnishing us with Bibles, pre- 
vious to*our sailing. ‘Fhese have guided our minds through the dark 
clouds of depravity, to the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
The seed sown has sprung up, we know not how; but we, both see 
and feel the salutary effects, in a well ordered life and conversation. 
We wish them a rich harvest of rest from all their labours. We also 
send to the worthy Boston and Andover Tract Societies our hearty 
thanks. Their labours of love are not lost on board this ship. The 
godly reproofs and consolation they have afforded us, in our retired 
hours, demand our humble thanks.. May the God of the seas grant 
them every needed help to pursue their laboufs of love ; and crown 
them with honours in the great day. We also desire to send our 
humble thanks to the teachers of those Sabbath Schools, who have 
instructed our children while we have been absent from them ; there- 
by guiding them in paths of virtue and happiness. The ‘‘ Guar- 
dian,” with which we have also been favoured, has been a rich trea- 
sure to us. ” It has caused the silent tear to roll down the cheek of 
some of us, hard hearted seamen, while perusing it. 

‘In these seas, there are generally from fifty to seventy ships, 
which remain from two to three years ; and the crews of these ships 
are without those means of instruction, which are essential to their 
present and everlasting welfare. That they may be favoured with 
such means as they cin improve, we are desirous of pleading with 
their honourable employers to encourage those benevolent societies 
that are disposed to furnish to seamen religious books and tracts. 
We are concerned too, for our children, lest they should perish in 
their iniquities ; and earnestly desire that schools for ther instruction 
may be generously encouraged. 

‘* For our seafaring brethren in general we feel concerned; and 
to our honourable employers we look, as the captive Jews did to the 
king of Persia, who, with the greatest benevolence, granted them all 
the assistance which their indigent circumstances required. Our 
employers have furnished us with all the necessaries of this life, and 
the best of ships, to brave out the storms of the ocean; but we do 
plead for the rich treasure of the means of grace to be afforded to 
seamen in particalar; that every ship may be furnished with Bibles 
and tracts, and every port with a seaman’s church, where they may 
be taught to steer their course to the haven of eternal peace. We 
are very thankfal to those liberal merchants, and others, who, by 
their great benevolence, furnished us with a seat in the house of the 
Lord in Boston. May the Lord fill their storehouses with the trea- 
sures of the seas and land, and their hearts with joy and gladness, 
when they may lie on the bed of languishing.” 
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Signed by , and in behalf of seven others of the 
ship’s company. 

The following, dated February, 1822, was received by the same person, and 
gives the pleasing intelligence, that religious subjects have had more or less effect 
upon the minds of nearly all on board. 


** Dear Broruer,—! thank you for your kindness in sending me 
so many books. One of our seamen told me, that when he read the 
Guardian, it drew tears from his eyes. If you knew what blessed 
effects the books have had on board this ship, you would not think it 
strange that we express our thanks for them, and to the societies 
which publish them. 

‘* Since writing the letter, December 26, two of the young men, 
then anxious, have been released from the law of sin and death, through 
faith in the Lord Jesus. . They don’t appear to be so much elevated 
as some you may have seen, but they have an energy of heart which 
lifts them above the things of the world’ ‘They are very attentive to 
the Bible, and endeavour to wear the armour of the Gospel, and stand 
before their enemies. We take a little time in tlie evening, or in the 
night, to converse on the things of the kingdom. O how pleasant is 
an hour spent on the mighty deep, in pious conversation!. Verily, 
God is every where present. 1 believe the Lord has given us favour 
in the eyes of the seamen. We have no slurs thrown upon us, except 
by one or two young men. To them we endgavour to be faithful. 
Profane language is going quite out of fashion with us. There seems 
to be a measure of solemnity upon the minds ofall on board. O how 
deep are the counsels of God! his ways are past finding out, and his 
footsteps are not known. In our meditations, we find comfort from 
creation and providence, The starry heaven shows forth his praise ; 
and in the element beneath us we behold the wonderful works of 
God. Even the finny tribe we are taking, teaches us lessons of wis- 
dom. We have noticed, that always when they are seized with the 
pains of death, they turn their heads to the sun, and seem to yield up 
themselves with reverence to Him who made them. This has ex- 
cited the wonder of some infidel minds, while we have endeavoured 
to make some useful comments upon it. 

‘*O how pleasant it is to see these young men taking an active part 
in our holy religion! But our situation is very different from being 
in the bosom of the church ; wherefore we solicit a continuance of 
your prayers for us, that we may be enabled to stand fast and show 
that there is a reality in the religion of Christ.” 


-——_—-- 


JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG. 
(Continued from page 672.) 


Tuesday, Jan. 28.—T wo Seamen addressed the meeting thigeven- 
ing, and were listened to with devoutattention. Three prayers and 
three exhortations having been made, the Rev. Mr. Truair read the 
4th chapter of Acts, beginning at the 23d verse, ‘‘ And being let go, 
‘hey went to their own company and reported all that the chie? 
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priests and elders had said unto them. And when they heard that, 
they lifted up their voice to God, which has made heaven and earth, 
and sea, and all that in them is ; who by the mouth of thy servant 
David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine 
vain things ?”” &c. &c. He then made some practical and feeling 
remarks on the above, of which the following is a part: ‘“‘ The unity 
of spirit and feeling in these meetings must agree ; if there is one 
present who cannot unite in our prayers, and what is said, it is need- 
less for him to be here, for we have come for the sole purpose of 
lifting up our voices to God, for seamen and others. And you, bro- 
ther seamen, with us can say, ‘why did the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine vain things 2?” No doubt some or all of you present,, 
have seen them bow down to their idols, and lacerate themselves al- 
most to death, supposing their idols could help them. No doubt you 
have said to yourselves, ‘ these are vain things.’ But O, where is 
your God, who has made, supported, and protected you? If you 
could realize this question, it would produce groans unutterable.” 
*} hope what he said on this important subject,” says the chair- 
man of the committee, ‘‘ will have its desired effect, on all those who 
have seen the heathen rage, and bow down to stocks and stones. 
A sailor lately called on me for a Bible. He had been sixteen 
years jn the India Ocean and China Seas, and two years on the Island 
of Japan, where he saw nothing but idolatrous enthusiasm, which he 
treated with derisiém. Although he saw many gods, and many who 
bowed down to them with the greatest sincerity, ‘ he never thought 
of worshipping his God, because he was invisible and could not be 
worshipped.’ I asked him if his views of the Deity were still the same ? 
‘Ono: I returned from India by way of Europe; there I saw peo- 
ple assemble to worship my God which I had so long neglected to do, 
it made some serious impressions on my mind. After I returned to 
New-York, and to my parents, who are pious, those feelings which I 
had in England increased, and more so by the reproof of a brother 
only twelve years of age, who often told me I was going to hell! for I 
was a heathen, for I would not go to the Mariners’ Church nor Bethel 
meetings. Although I never saw him before, what he said affected 
me very much, and I complied with his request, and at one of the 
Bethel meetings I felt much distressed, and have been so ever since, 
and I am now determined to worship the God of my fathers all the 
days of my life, and will endeavour to be as zealous in that as the 
heathen are to their idols.’”” Mr. Truair then led in prayer—the 
Rev. Mr. Chase made a solemn address and prayer, which, with the 
doxology, concluded the devotions. Many traets and reports, with 
the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine, were distributed. 
ebruary 4th.—The Bethel meeting was held (as usual on Tuesday 
evenings) at Mr. W.’s Sailor Boarding House, No. 317 Water-street. 
Th@ 00m was filled with seamen, their wives, and others ; and a most 
solemn season of prayer, praise and exhortation was enjoyed. There 
was much fervent supplication for seamen on the ocean, on the land, and 
in all circumstances. The report of this meeting expresses great en- 
couragement in the success of the Gospel among our maritime brethren. 
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11th.—The Committee were highly gratified.in seeing a large number 
of mariners present, and some who had not attended before. The exer- 
cises commenced with singing the 77th hymn in the Seaman’s Devotional 
Assistant, (The Star of Bethlehem,) and there was a union of feeling 
and utterance in all the exhortations and prayers. A sea captain was 
present, who never was at one of these meetings before; by request 
he took a part in the exercises, and gave an appropriate address—statin?y 
that he was a stranger to all present, and but little known by any in the 
city of New-York: he said his heart rejoiced in what his eyes saw. The 
hymn which had been sung, suggested to him that it was the *‘ Star of 
Bethlehem” which had directed him there: “ While walking the streets 
this afternoon (said he) a paper was put into my hand by a stranger. It 
read as follows: ‘A Bethel prayer meeting will be held this evening at 
Ne. 317 Water-street,’ which has brought me here. I am filled with 
wonder at what the Lord is doing for seamen.” He brought to view the 
wonders and dangers of the ocean; and his observations were designed 
to show, what not one present could deny, that of all the people on the 
globe, none need to be more pious than seamen. He could mention 
from the experience of many years, the various dangers, in storms and 
tempests, rocks and sands, to which the sailor is exposed, and his fre- 
quent speedy flight from time to eternity. 

Two young men were present, who are preparing for the Gospel mi- 
nistry, and took a part in the exercises. 

Four prayers were offered up to Almighty God, and five addresses, 
suitable to the habits of seamen, were made, begging them in the most 
affectionate and solemn manner possible, to comply with the invitations 
of the Gospel. It is now generally known, a seaman cannot be easily 
frightened about his body or soul: his feelings must be wrought upon 
by bringing to his view his awful situation, which he will listen to—that 
will affect his heart and subdue his will. 

Many tracts, Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazines, reports of 
the Marine Bible Society, Bethel Union, and Port Society, were distri- 
buted. , 

18th.—An aged captain commenced the exercises with the following 
address: “ My dear seafaring brethren; no doubt some meet with us 
from week to week, who were never here before, and are unacquainted 
with the design and purpose of these meetings, and it may be so this 
evening. 1 tell you, they are for the benefit of the souls of seamen ; it 
is not for your bodies, but for your souls: we know you care but little 
for your bodies yourselves, and less for your souls. You do not care 
for honour nor riches; you care but little for God or man; many have 
no desire to be officers or commanders of vessels. What do you care 
for? You cannot answer this question. I will answer it for you—it is 
for dissipation and debauchery, regardless of money, body or soul; you 
traverse the ocean for months and years, return to your port, receive your 
wages, and in six days you are pennyless; this I know to bea fact with 
respect to many who have arrived in New-York. 

“Now why will you not become pious, and the disciples of Christ? 
and follow the example of the apostles, who were nearly all ‘seamen ? 
When you are at sea, refrain from swearing; read vour Bibles, and pray 
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two or three times every day; and when you are on shore, abandon thé 
houses of dissipation and ill-fame,—and take up your abode in such a 
house as this, and with others who are willing and desirous to have 
Bethel meetings. You might then become the happiest and most pious 
people on the face of the earth; you might set an example, for lands- 
men, and follow the example of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
become the inhabitants of the upper world.” 

The Rev. Mess. Truair and Chase were present ; also a number of sea 
captains, three of whom engaged in addresses and prayers; one of 
them was never at one of our Bethel meetings before. What he said 
appeared to affect the hearts of all present. After making an apology 
for his inability to give a suitable-address in such a meeting as that, and 
in the presence of divines, he began to relate what a vile sinner he had 
been: it was a wonder, he was not now lifting up his eyes in endless 
wo! and crying for a drop of water to cool his parched tongue! for he 
had often been exposed to precipitate death, with many who were taken 
away on the right hand and on the left. In a late voyage from New- 
port to Havanna, one of his men was aloft taking the royal out of the 
bicketts on the topgallant yard, fell on deck and was dashed to pieces. 
This was on a Sunday morning, and although he had a thoughtless crew, 
it was as solemn a day as he ever saw, aud not a smile was to be seen 
on the countenance of one on board. in 

His prayer was very affecting ; and all the exercises of the evening 
were very solemn and interesting. 

25th.—One hundred ears were open to receive instruction concerning 
what the Lord says in his holy word to sinners. The Bible and Christ . 
was the theme of all the exercises, directed principally to seamen, at the 
meeting this evening. “ O most wretched and foolish sinners, (said one 
of the committee) why do you not look forward, and prepare your- . 
selves for the day of the righteous judgments of God: the more you 
indulge yourselves in sin, the more severe must be your punishment ; 





the pains will, arisefrom every man’s sins, overwhelmed with waves of 
flaming fire. @ne hour of torment there, will be more insupportable, 
than a hundred years of the severest penance in this life; no respite of 
pain, no consolation of sorrow, will be found. If you are able to bear 
but little.now, how will youthen bear such amazing and lasting torments ? 
He that loveth God with all his heart, fears neither death, judgment, nor 
hell, because, perfect love casteth out fear. 

‘¢ Blessed is the man who loves Jesus: you must relinquish the love of 
yourself and ali creatures, for Jesus will be loved alone. No doubt 
many of you have profaned his holy name. O ‘ove him and cherish his 
love, who, theugh the heavens and the earth should be dissolved, will 
not forsake you, nor suffer you'to perish ; permit hip to have the sole 
possession of your heart, and he would dwell with you continually. 
When Jesus is present, all is well, but when he is absent, the least ad- 
versity is found insupportable.” 

The exercises were as usual, and much devout attention was paid. 
A collection was taken up for a poor Sailor’s wife, whose husband 
was then Jaying dead in her hous2, and who left her with several he!pless_ 
children. 


‘To be continued.) 








